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Wellspring of

Vitality to World’s Theaters

By IRINA KULIKOVA

pl.ll{ ouse has axercized an influance on the world
e Mosoow Art Theater, This prasminence of
the Art Thoater springs from its close ties with the peaple, the ganulne demac-
racy af its principles, jt constant collaboration vrllg

with which it pﬂlehlh: ta the ldmlnpnl :ubmnee a |

theater comparabls to that

country, the prafundi
tha production, the uﬂmdilnge—
perly s fidelity o wuth,

;H:-: 1&;], \:.du Moscow Art 'nwllu
und the meahads of (8 work, widespread in
the Ruslan theater, have exarcised s strong
influenco - the leading playhouses of
Furope -1 America, Theatrical people i
soeking to creste 8 ganuiely  democratic
theater In thalr countries imvarishly tum to
the Art Theater

f
e mimt master's ynmu
acting thelr “Iodestar.” e

ummgml,-.kmdapmm.‘

truthiully and to draw brosd soclal general-
izations "~ can ooly ba a reslistc art, The
Moscow Art Theater shampioned the prin-
qﬂ-dmllmlnnm lo oguinat the de-
cadant modernistic %ﬂ the thasta
lh-r asserted thernaclven rrhmlnly during
the yaars Jowing the dofoat
of tha 1905 Ravolution in l'hul- I was the
reallen and e Art Thea-
prochactions that first =] lnmm draw
tha attantion of both the publia snd Ihe
Crities daring  tha Heatr's forelgn tours.
“The ropreracy of the Mowor A Thea'
tar. . Hes cors ly o #a pexfoction
and Imm;l\ -ppllunm of a dramatic

i R

wote,

RISE TO NEW HEIGHTS
Warklog on Sovist plays aod daicting

heraiam_ the Art Thoater hu achiaved new
a in pﬂnalﬂﬂn‘ to the spiritua] warld

of man end Poctriying % Wwrough e me-
dium of dramatic art. Tts post-revolutionm:
Eudunim. have been marked by & higher

vel of mastery e.m ever, by even grealer
fdelity to life “Never have we seen such
perfection from K pom of view of direc-
Hon and acting * the “La Sos” asid in n re-
view of Tremev's “Lyubov Yarovaya™
shown by the Art Thester in Paris tn (e
“We never saw & theater destroy Hetion m
completely and compel tha spectator to feel
ha w1 wimesing rea! life theoughout the
my.

its
ding to the spiritusl b peo-
:"ap«vm the spectator and stir bim
profoundly. bringing oue the best in him.
he Finest tributa to the theater is the fact
that the impect of #ts art does not vanish
when the curtsin Ia Tung dovwn, but makes
Itzelf felt for a long time afterwards, Dur-
Ing Art Theator's towr in the Unitsd
States. an American theater crtic wrbto
that #t rmulred & day or two dor one ta
came out of tha atmogphere of “The Three
Sistars™ and even more tn -snpu Erom the
it d “The Ch-rry

The mpm. and Arver
emn toury (IM 192! 24 and 1887]
its superionty over the finest of
theaters, Reengnition of this [act was -mp‘y
evidenced by press comment on the produc-
Hons it staged. Foreign theatvi~1l psaple
compered the Art Theater with the r thea-
ters at home, and arived at the concluslon
that thay had o great deal to learn From It.

“The first few performances given by the
Axt Theater made it clear that our theater
had much to learn from it,”
toine, the founder af the mods
thester, in 1922 “The perfection af the di-
rection, the finish of the stagn sets and cos-
tumes, all of which had been thought cut
™ (‘\r tact drerafl. the igh fevel of the s

skill, thair selfless devotion ta duty

2 SR A e compel 8
feal particularly keenly how much we hase
1o do I regalnfor wes theater the piace it

1y loat,”
“The arrival in Franca of the Att Theater
13 an event of the greatent importune, and
ooe Bhat predotermines tha future develop-
mont of Freach theatrical art,” a  French
eritic wrote at the Fme tima.

LASTING IMPHESSION

Prior to the arrival of the Art Theater in
America, the piaygoers of that comiry nad
saem many Eurcpean first-clasa artists, but
the latter hed never mtroduced anvihing
fundsmentally new Into American theatri
al &1, The Moscow playbouse, howevar,
immedistely made 2 profound impression
For one llnn 1 was 2 theater with its
own thoraughly formulated sys( of w-n—k
on plays (kno A e st
altee ity Thea it sharply dteted
0 theaters in that it had &

pemmanent compeny. a fact

anough n Russia but very sare in America.

The sudlences w ty impressed by
ility tn identify them

the A th
selves wath the charactens they wero
ing, which

of the By
wh

aw V. I K
in s

. af the couniry in which the scene is lud.*

Inspiration and

greateat writers of ity

& the geoeral idos of the play, th
‘hdul!tyln ol of the pla, o the
parts, ta tha soul of iet—in
| which and In which ~aloma live snd |
move,” as Jahn Corbin put it ﬂ:um

l]nntpntmn i
memboc of the cas has -b-:Itu u.nu-|,
tind himsal with tha mannan snd customs

we read In The World Magazina.*
Following the performances given In the
United States by the Art Theater, a great
mn;’{ edmirers and imitston of the -(
ouse appesrad in that count
tors and actan began to ky lv-
proudly the puptks of Smnllhv:iy
| One of the major sarvioss porformed by
tha Art Thester consista In the introduction
| of Ewopean and American thealrical peo-
pla and theatergoes to the Hest works of
Rumian dramaturgy. "Wa shall not forget
| that it wes the Art Thesler that ravesled to
us the grestness of Russian dnm.mrgy—

Tugeney, Toltal, Chakdor,
wrote the et figmn in the h du-ln
werld, Robert da Flour, when

Moscow Art Theater Completes 50 Years of Service

FOUNDERS OF MOSCOW ART THEATER. X, K. Stanilsviky (1883-1933) and V. 1, Nemirovich. Danohanko {1838-1043)

Theafer loh Prance

Many Western theaters hegan  staging
Russan plays &1 & result of the impression
made on them by the Art Theatsr. “The
Kea of staging this play ocarred tn me
after your guest performances,” read o
lotter samt to Stanislavaky by tha besd of

of the Prague |

L g
| National Theater in 1908 announcing thet
| they were putting on “The Three Sisters
angd willig M edvice el At in |y,

the Ast Theater. the play “Bittar Fate”
# 1911 Stanislevsky prr!:m-llv usined I
K put o Lea Tolstoin
Tnt!mvaypruemﬂ\e.\n]’hm
tex has hilped theators In a grest many |
countries that have turned

sord staging  directions

- | which mests their splritual

y Magag it A yeer later the Prague' theater | ductions and
staged, with the aid of materials sent it by | mance.
and | more thap 20 enillion.

‘School of Life’ Cherished by Spectators

By DMITA] KALM

THE POPULARITY of the Motcow Art Theater is not Hmited to .n
Jar section of the population—it It universal. Its audiences include pe

ps and all professions. The en,

B werker and stadent all in equ

eacher,

glneer and physician, army
al measure find in ita :phndid m dm
and’

During the half century since i foumd

om the Ant Thestac bis saged 121 pe-
iven some 23000 perfor-

.m-\sBd by audlences totaling

What the reaction of thess sudiences has

| boen 1 have sought to ssseas by Interview-
|ing some typical theatergoars. The first 1
saw was Acadomicien  Viadimir Oheaztioy,
to it for ussis- | the eminemt sciontist and railway transgort
tance and advies, This year, for instance, it 4xpert. His som, Sergel Obraztsov.

for L. Leonov's | cldentally,

in-
recstved hia training aa an o

“Polovohanek Gardens” to the Bristal Thea, | tor in tha Ast Theater company snd now

ter in Britain.
| The lnﬂueneu of the Art Theater on the
.,4-1- rq- per B Sa i i-
ud in ll|a staging nl S RGme T RSy
| plays. It has Sm contributed Lo certam for-
eign theaters iollowing the Art Theaters

extmple. und wssoclatin themuslves with | «
the best progressie Fﬁ
in conformity

hts of the
um and, with tha lotters
methods of wark, producing _ideologically
profound plays of social significance.
The leading foretgn theatrical figures
| have regarded the Art Theater a1 a well
apeing of viuliy and g capatis of
counterncting the general degemeration and
‘dap-ld.ﬂon of the theater In the capitalist
countries,

In 1 letter to Stanislavaky Gordon Craig
declared that thers was only one wsy of
forming the modem theeter and thot ft was
hazad on  Stantslavsky's las, “Par-
sanally 1 know of anly one complets mod-
ern acting technique ~ which seemy wholly
sound a1 & method for metors’ traink d
actors’ wark, and that i tha se-called Sta-
nislavsky methnd,™ H-mld C1unnm the
American director, has

1 Most x present u‘mm abroad diffes
fram the Kﬂ ||| that they laok per<
manent. mmpam reperiories. and
work om a purely lm...... foallng, Bocaute
of that it &8 diffienlt to apply Stanis-
lavsky system in full to them, hut v s
der the circumstances lmu-t]a@! of the
svatem and me of the Masoow Art
| Theater In valuable indeed ta the actors. |
| The world significance of the Moscow
" Art Thenter 4 all the preater for tha fn-
ence It exarts on leading theaters all
sver the world by sharing with them the
experience it has accumulited i the course
of the 50 years since lts foundation. Pro-
grexsve theaters the world over rightly
ragard the Art Theeter as the bescon in
thefr quests in art.

Hy

{form,

ginoer after gradustion at the Ralway Instl-
Wi in St. Petarsburg 50 years sgo, Eac!
|t the performances given by this theatet
S the very firnt days of ity existence was
s than entertainment; it amounted to 2

and 1 can say this as e regular
—has preserved ds finest traditions and
with the enlicitows support o the Smk-tlp!nyhaun 'had this to say:
Govemment has developed into a great, in-
teresting school of stagecraft which has | ter taught the sudience of tha tme to re-
played an oulstanding rola mn the advance- | spece the Eheater and bonor tha actocs’ af-
ment of histrlonke art both e sl
abred.”

hoady the Central Puppet Theater,

ADMTRER FOR 50 YEARS

*] had the good fortune to be amang the
fintt spectatons tn sea tha Art Theater per-
" Academicisn Obmaatsov told mo,
wheu 1 came to Mesoow a1 » young en-

gnificant social sad cultural event for alf

progresaive-minded peaple.

“The Art Theater nitiated a new, real-

iatic teod in the Rustlan thester. My
frienda,
mysslf were struck by the unusual simpli-
aty and naturel euse of the Art Thester
netory nn the stage,
Mfe acting froe of all artificlality.

Moscow  Inellectuels, and

their sincere, frue-to-

“I rocall that there weca people st the be-

\g'lrumlg of the Revolution who wers skepti-
| cal aa regards the fyture of the Art Thealer,
thinking thet it had outlived ita time and
wonld not find its place in the new, turbu-

lam o of revalution.

T ey
oos proved utterly fabe,
“Sinca tha Revolution the Art Theater—

amiolan Alexsi Shohusov, the eminent ar-
chitect. = .

A great part in the development of my
wwé"lﬂnnp.d haltandiaz A1 ] principles
and aspects of art was pllyed not auly by
Art Theater and personal ama-
clation with Sl:nluhvsl:y but alsa by
his books My Life in Art and “Tha Act
Work on  Self-Perfection.” ha mid. "1
learned & great deal From thesa booky thet
heiped me to obinin the comect view an the

aphic arts and architscture. For instance,
there was & Hme when classicism, which 1
beliava does not always correspond to the
tagky and styls of smq architecture, hegan
to dominate the field. The pompoaity of the
styla r.nnld ot serva to canvey the modern
o, Stanislavsky and the Mos-

cow Art Theatec wiich be and V. L. Neal-
rovich-Danchenkn founded played a great | umy
role In daing away with the atifictality and
unro-hty thit made themaelves felt in art.
was A {zemen service. and

This alne
p it ta ba hoped that the Mowcow Art Thea-

tee will sheays uphold the prinoiples of
] bioh 1 0 meas 20

Yoo Turchaninova,  Poaples Arls
of the USSR end one of the best actrewes

Meria Chekbova, sistes of A, P. Cha.
khav, the great writar who was
clomly smocisted with the  Maseow
An Thester durig #ta eesly yeans ha
semy the following telagram from Yalta:

“Most eondlal congratulations on the
50th annivermary of the great theatar. 1
| am proud that the words which my
Trother wrote a half ¢ century ago, that
the At Theater constibutes the  hest
pages ol tha Book of the modern Bur-

sian thester, | Bave been confirmed, T
isinamr further muccesses in the
wark of our beloved thester for the

of Soviet Bncialist coltore as &
whole. 1 heartly greet the threa gener-
vons of the theater's company.”

Ansther admirer of the Art Thester who

f the Maly Theater, the country's oldest
“From the very beglnning the Art Thea-
forts and the very name of the playhaun,

Stamslavsky used to my that ‘the theater
begins with the cloakroom;" ta me It s

Knew It long before th Revolution 18 Acad- | that the Art Thoetar bogan at the entrance

doocs, so that as soon as the  spectsior
stepped fnride he found himself n an m-
usug] atmosphere that made him partien-
larly receptive to the message conveyed
Eromm the stage by the medium of theatrlcal
)art, Revarence for a1l and seifless devotion
to the work at hand marked alio the stess-
phers hehind the scenes, permeating the
modest labors of the technlcal persomme! as
well, And had the Art Theater done noth-

ing more than croate this stmosphers its ! G

| serviee nevertheless would hufve Semm e
nendous.”

Oiga Leonova, emineat schooltsacher
an ity to the Supreme Soviet of
USSR :l\e highest praise for the Arl
Th s spectator but slso

she
gmiflcance ay far
d

Art
caliona
people are oorfoer
the Sovi

oL

So stem,

or's | #lan literature to the

wats beyond the rach of my zm.uan
and a3 are beyond the reach of the

talist countries today. Eul
thuse to wham much is

Rt ) aoeking ta inBuemce
!,. Yoy geaceion by o e o e
d:spmnlmoldntnl\elp]tgmwu
« 'ty country and it 1 balimvo um
ws= ol these educetional means is tha thea-
ter, and in particular the Art Theater with
#s carefully solectsd 1spertory end true-to-
life treatment of dramatic

‘Ever since its formdation, the Art Thea-
W= has rendered U wiucutors great asss-
Asce in bringing tha finsst warke of Ras-

gemexation. Tho |
cn-uvl work af tha Art Thester in inses
bound up in our minds with
wnrh of Chakhav, Gorky and Lea Tolstol”

‘What Leonove  had to ‘say a1 a teacher
ubout the aducetonal value of Art Thaster
productions was borne oyt by, Alexet Svesh-
nikov, fourth: student ‘at the physics
department of the Moscow University,

*1 first want to Lha Moscow Art Thaater
in 1938 he said. 1 wag in the Hith grade
of grommar school at the tima. The play

"Tsar Fyodor Joannovich, md it macs
- :unundmu fmpretsion on me. 1 was 1o
| capivated by tha acting that i forgot 1 was |
in'a thaster. The sensation persisted for
days afterwards.

“Tha theater holped ma to understand
) and really fael the hevom  of many of ma

classie lite works. T had the for-
tune to see my favorite sotor, V. I Kacha-
lov, In his )

in Maxim Gorky'
‘Lower Depths + Neither shall T ever Eu%?
the -plcm‘lid Prodntﬁom of Chekhov's
The Cherry Orchard."
“l nﬁm went to the theater not for sn-
tertainment bt n order to leam_ and many
of my compositions  were written
tinder the Impredrion of At Thestar pro-
"D\u'hg war I was in the srmy and
bence 1 oould not attend AnZu -
the Art Thester. Becauss ol that I waa #=

B
itnessed my-

irmonov

and Nights,' which made me live through

once more the events I had witn

22l 30 shoct a tima bekoen,”
Highly interesting waz the roasties o §

youny textile worker, Anna Seryogina, of

iyl g e on M o

ESSENTIAL TO WORKERS
“The theater has became as ns:enlml |.

to ‘People

o8

Messagesof
Greetings

THE Momow At Theater han re-
onived & fiood of mesages of congratula-
1008 00 tha ocomsion of fta 30th anolversary,
afficlally abservad tomarrow, iram all paris
of the USSA and many forsign countries.
W piva hare oma ot the mesages -
e ed abr

POLAND

The Minlstry of Cultxe and  Acts of
Poland foing tae jubilation of a fratemal
nation on tha ocagon of the 30th ana-

versary of yaur geat theater and wishes
further frulthu) werk 10 the company which
bas dedicated all it achievements and
ookt o tha nphuud.m. of Soctalist cul-

i Tl bl

erows other gmnhnry mes-
ng- Emm Pullnd include ane from Lulhn
, the eminent poet, wha eal]
Mosoaw Art Thastes ‘the prida sat ooly of
i

e 0

BULGARIA

‘The Council of tha Artuts' Unian of
Bulgari sends its beat wishes to the Mo
cow Ast Theater, the camier of realistic
ndnmm In ant from

G Pt e e
Stoyan Satirov,
of tha Coundl

CHINA

We, woekers (o theatrical arty In the
East, have ummnea O e
sccomulsted by the Momow Art Theater
and found ft » r]ilmver&,whh:h hus enabled
us to forga forward,
e dnere desite to cooperat with tha
Mocow Art Thester and sl other Soviet
champions of successhul peaceful postwar
construction.

Signad by 130 actors and theatrical
figures, as well ns five well-known
Chinase theatrical assoclations.

- -
GREAT llll"l'AlN

o mers, people emiaida Russie
TR e 1o M and ap-
[meciating your great company.

J. B. Priestley

w1 of the Scottish-
L‘ssn smxy attended . by 428 delogates
representing 1,750 aqlnlnllnnl axtond
greetings  and congratulations an your
Z0th anmiversary,

Meray,
Genernl Secrolary

.o
FRANCE

The Natiana! Committes for tha cam-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of the
Art Theater {ounded by Stanislavaky sends
hearty congralulations  and ‘kriendly _snd
sincara wishos for the Future progress of the
Art Theatar.

Piorre Renoir,
Frosilless

..

UNITED STATES
We couvey to the Mascaw Art Theater
salutations upon yous 50th plorious anni-
exsary.  Your wosld-rencowned  achisve-
ments wil] live farever, embodyfng the trus
creatvenrsa of the theater.

3

NORWAY
Ovwir selutations on the 50th anntversary
in deep -dnnnunn
& Thealre,
Hlm Jacob Nllsen

Soviet workers ns booka or the mudio,”

sid. vAnd acw shat sl working pwple:
in our country have an opportunity ta spead
thair leisure tme in mdaw pl:znhs,i:;wy
g0 ta the theater, concerts and lectures it
quently indeed.
“The Moscow Art Thester Is pm(o\llul
lar among us young warkeis &
up under Sovist condltions and &
ppreciate ant slroady in school. The vital
truth ﬂm permeates ita productions and the
Twu‘ #1 art make & deep impresslon
playgoer.
“Thanks to the excallent staging and su-
rh acting w the Art Thester, the heros
of the works of Chekhov, Talstos and Gorky
have become rearar and more endersiand
able b the warking

ki X i.-' Thu :hutzr

incomparsble art has hel

cate Sovict reallty hﬂly m: Savm J'
f the Theater we

see le Iike ourselves; dm svents de

picted ave lamiliar to us and nes
The stage portrayals of our heraic comp:
Tiats set us an example of sarvica to b
cauntry and tha psq)E and they sarve
I n the spectators ser hmznh it

tofty am. Art theater productions
not only good entertainment; they ar
schaal which al! Soviet peaple highly
’HL se statsments are 2 haromstar of the
apinion of the audiance: um inva
flack b weo the pradaction M
Art Th tfe
p
and So !




