 ALEXANDER LAZAREV

These days opera productions of different epochs are
being staged at Bolshoi. The Moscow "opera house"
as it was called in old times while producing new
operas does not shut the doors to its best perfor-
mances created in the past, because in some way they
represent a monument to history and style If we want
to have a judgement about theatrical aesthetics of the
40s and 50s, the following titles come to our minds:
"Boris Godunov', "Khovanshchina! "The Tsar's
Bride!" And this fact alone means these operas were
very well produced in their time. Despite the naivety
of production techniques they nevertheless reveal a
solid base which time can not destroy. Besides, there
is a constant inflow into them of new actors possess-
ing modern thinking and plasticity, their voices and
intonations sounding in a different way. Thus, the
Bolshoi stage provides a meeting ground for differ-
ent cultures, epochs and spiritual worlds.

Recently we took a special care to bring back to
life once forgotten and rarely staged compositions by
Russian authors. Now, in the repertoire we have
N.Rimsky Korsakov's "Christmas Eve" and "Mlada"
(staged here for the first time) and P.Tchaikovsky's
masterpiece "The Maid of Orleans" never staged
before at Bolshoi. We could also produce the gen-
uine version of M. Glinka's opera "Life for the Tsar"
To this we can add the new productions of
Tchaikovsky's "Eugene Onegin" and Borodin's
"Prince Igor" And of course some new voices had to
sing in these operas. We are proud to say our vocal-
ists are pretty fast in perfecting their professional
skills. Besides Bolshoi they often sing at opera hous-
es all over Europe and America. One should mention
here the names of Nina Rautio, Irina Udalova, Elena
Zaremba, Maria Gavrilova, Irina Bikulova, Tatiana
Erastova, Vladimir Matorin, Mikhail Krutikov, Oleg
Kulko, Arkady Mishenkin and Vladimir Redkin who
all represent the modern generation of Bolshoi and
are its living history.

Of special importance for the Theater is its chorus
company with glorious traditions and artistic experi-
ence. And certainly the orchestra. Founded in 1776 it
is considered to be one of the oldest music companies
in Russia. Many generations of fine musicians have
made a sizeable contribution to the orchestra's repu-
tation. The musicians play so well that we all are eas-
ily carried away from one country to another, from
one time period to a different one, as well as from the
past into the present. Besides, music as anything else
enables us to look into the future which to some
extent can be found in the pages of this booklet the
reader has just opened.

Chief conductor and Art director of
the Bolshoi opera company
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[TocTaHOBKM pa3HBIX JIET POKAAIOT MHUP CETrOHSIII-
Hell onepsbl HA cueHe bonbuioro Tearpa. Mockos-
CKuii “OTepHBIil 10M’; KaK HAa3bIBAJIM €I0 B CTAPHHY,
CO3/1aBasi HOBBIE CIIEKTAKJIM, HE OTKA3bIBAETCS OT
TeX NPUHLIUIHAIBHBIX CBOUX PabO0T, YTO OBLIX O-
CTaBJIEHBI B IpouuioM. OHU cBOe0Opa3HbIi aMsIT-
HHUK BPEMEHH, NaMATHUK cTuiist. “Bopuc ['ogyHOB”,
“XoanumHa”, “Llapckast HeBecTa”, - IO HUM MOYKHO
CYOUTh O TeaTpajibHO# 3cTteTuke 40-50-X romos.
Oxas3pIBaeTCs, 3TH MOCTAHOBKU ObUIM CPabOTAHBI
Hakpenko. OHU U CEromHsl MpH BCel HAMBHOCTH
CPEJICTB, IOCTAHOBOYHBIX TPHEMOB OOHAPYKUBAIOT
OCHOBY, HE pa3pylleHHyl0 BpemeHeM. K Tomy ke,
B 9TH CIEKTAKIHM NOCTOSIHHO BXOAAT HOBBIE UCIOJI-
HUTEJIM, JIFOJU COBPEMEHHOTO MbIILIJIEHMS, TIJIACTH-
K. Haye 3ByyaT ux royoca, MHbIe MHTOHALMH. Tak
Ha cleHe bosbIIoro BecTpeyaroTes pa3inuHble Kyilb-
TYPbl, 3MOXH, AYXOBHbIE MHDLI.

B nocnemnue roasl Mbl BOCCTAHOBMIIM B IPaBax
3a0BIThIE, PEIKO UCIIOJIHSIEMbIE COUMHEHHS PYCCKHX
aBTOpoB. HeIHe B penepryape onepsl H.Pumckoro-
KopcakoBa “Houb nepen Poxxaecrsom” u “Miana’”
(ocylecTBIeHHAsT 31eCh BIEPBLIE), ‘“OpreaHckast
neBa”, meneBp [1.YaiKkoBCKOro, TOKE HUKOT/IA He
LUeIIIHH 37ech. Peasin3oBaHa Mo iMHHAsA peIaKIHs]
onepsl M.I'munku “XKusHb 3a mapsi”. 3aHOBO mO-
craBnenbl “EBrenuii OHerun” TIT.YaiKoBcKoro u
“Kus3p Uropp” A.BopoauHa.

B aTHX cnekTakisx 3a3Byyanqd HOBbIE rojoca.
MOCKOBCKHE BOKAJIHCTBI OTJIMYAIOTCH OBbICTPHIM
Npo(ecCHOHATILHBIM COBEPILIEHCTBOBaHKMEM. [1oMu-
MO BonbIIoro Tearpa OHU MOCTOSIHHO BLICTYNAIOT
Ha Jpyrux ONEPHBIX cueHaX EBpomnbr 1 AMepHKH.
Huna Paytuo, Wpuna Vnamosa, Enena 3apem6a,
Mapust T'aBpunoBa, Mpuna Bukynosa, TaTbsHa
Epacrosa, Bnagumup Matopun, Muxamin KpyTu-
KOB, Oner Kynbko, Apkaauit Muiiesbkus, Braau-
MHUp PenbKHUH - BCe OHU CErOMHSIIHEE MOKOJIEHUE
Bosnbiioro, ero skxuBasi HCTOPHS.

JlocTosiHue TeaTpa - ero Xop, KOJUIEKTUB C Bbl-
JarOIIMMHUCS  TPAJULUUSIMH H  XYJ0XKECTBEHHBIM
OnbITOM. M, KOHEUHO, OPKECTP, OJIFH M3 CTAPEHIINX
MY3bIKaJIbHbIX KOJUIEKTUBOB POccHHU, BOSHHUKILIMI B
1776 rony. B ero ombITe CpeccOBaHbI TpagHLIUH
MHOTHUX MOKOJIEHH MY3bIKAHTOB, I'eéHHasi IaMsTh
CBOOOJHO MEPEHOCUT HAC U3 CTpPaHbl B CTPaHy, U3
OJHOT0 BDEMEHH B JIPYroe, U3 MPOIIJIOro B HACTOSI-
mee. Ho My3bIka, Kak HUUTO APYroe, MO3BOJISET 3a-
INISSHYTh U B Oymymiee. Ero ke B Kakoil-To Mepe
NPUOTKPBIBAIOT CTPAHUIILI KHUTH, KOTOPYIO OT-
KPbUI YATATElb.
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